
 
January 28, 2021 
 
Dear School Community Members,  

The landscape continues to shift for DCS and schools around us.  In this update I’ll share 
important information on the primary school, transportation issues, high school athletics 
and students returning to physical activity after a positive COVID-19 test.  You’ll also read 
about current quarantine and positive rates which are still trending down.  

Dansville Primary School.  Parents of kindergarten children know that they are returning to 
school 5 days a week on Monday morning!  Many parents joined us for a Live Facebook 
event this week and they were able to ask questions and get answers from our team.  We 
are very excited to welcome the kindergarteners back full time!  We are maintaining a 
remote kindergarten section for the rest of the year for those who prefer that option.   

Just this week, teacher teams met to discuss the return of 1st and 2nd graders to 5 day 
in-person learning.  We used to simply call that going to school but in this day and age we 
have to be more precise.  Nevertheless,  I’m pleased to announce that we anticipate starting 
first grade on Monday, March 1 and second grade on Monday, March 15.   

Our next task is to set up our daily health screening application for parents to use each day. 
All primary parents will receive an email on Friday inviting them to set up and register to use 
the Care Monkey app.  Once set up, parents will be able to submit a daily health screening 
for their primary school age children.  We will begin by requesting daily screenings for 
kindergarteners only next week.  Please check your email for these important instructions 
on Friday.   

The next task will be to survey 1st and 2nd grade parents on their intentions for their 
children.  Expect those surveys next week.  We will also install more polycarbonate table 
and desk barriers for the children.  Our greatest challenge, however, is transportation.   

School Bus Transportation.  We are experiencing a critical shortage of school bus drivers. 
Despite competitive pay rates, good benefits and regional advertising, few if any people are 
applying.  Many of our neighboring districts are faced with the same challenge.   

The driver shortage, when combined with passenger restrictions, makes it difficult to get all 
of our students to school, even in this hybrid model.  As a result of the driver shortage and 
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the reduced carrying capacity of buses, we might be unable to bring all students in together 
once 1st and 2nd graders return.   

To address this potential problem, we plan to send a few buses out a second time 
throughout the village to pick up students and deliver them closer to 8:00 AM.  We prefer 
for all students to arrive and enter buildings between 7:40 and 7:50 AM.  We will know 
more about our capacity once we know how many students are riding our buses.  So, 1st and 
2nd grade parents, please respond to our surveys next week.  We are asking all parents who 
are able to drop off and pick up their children to please do so.  Thank you! 

Mustang Athletics.  We are thrilled for our student athletes to return to sports!  NYS cleared 
the path for “high risk sports” last week and the winter season for basketball and wrestling 
begins on Monday, February 1.  Modified boys basketball and wrestling begin on February 6. 
Cheerleading, volleyball, modified girls basketball and football have been approved for what 
is being called a “fall 2 season” to begin in March. 

There are many new rules that we will have to follow.  More information will be provided as 
we refine our plan for athletics.  

Reasonable people might ask . . .  “If kids can compete on a court or mat where they are so 
close that they can name their opponent’s chewing gum, why can’t all students return to 
school and sit within 6 feet of one another 5 days a week?”  “Why can’t a wrestler who 
grapples with a teammate during practice sit next to that same teammate on the school 
bus?” “If kids can compete within 6 feet of one another, why can’t student musicians have a 
concert and play within 12 feet of one another?”   

Believe me when I tell you that I have asked these questions and, with my colleagues in 
other districts, have pushed these absurdities up the chain to state officials.  The truth is that 
there aren’t always good answers to these questions because many of the rules in one 
setting aren’t applied to other settings.  For our part, we simply try to live within the 
established rules, advocate for common sense and safely provide every opportunity that we 
can to our children and young people.   

So, for the time being, we are very happy for our student athletes and we will protect them 
to the best of our ability while working to preserve this fragile opportunity to compete.   
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We will continue to advocate for all of our students including our artists and musicians and 
performers.   

Returning to physical activity in school after a COVID-19 diagnosis.  Parents of children 
who have returned to school after positively testing for COVID-19 and quarantining are 
requested to return a health clearance to the child’s school nurse when the child is ready to 
return to physical activity.  We ask parents to obtain a health clearance stating that the child 
is clear to return to physical activity from their child’s primary care physician.  Clearance 
means permission to fully participate in PE class, active recess and athletics.  

Quarantines and positives.  Numbers in Livingston County and within the 14437 zip code 
area continue to drop.  Primary and elementary school numbers have also dropped while 
we saw a slight increase in quarantines at DHS.  The most recent data are provided in the 
table below.  

 
Despite the challenges, we will welcome kindergarten children back to school 5 days a week 
on Monday.  We have a plan for the return of first and second graders and winter athletics 
are just around the corner.  Vaccinations are being provided and more are on the way. 
Things are opening up.  The days are getting longer and the light at the end of the tunnel 
grows a little brighter.   
   
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Paul J. Alioto 
Superintendent 
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1/27/21  DPS  EBH ES  DHS  District  ASAP 

Quarantined Students  3  3  10  NA  1 

Quarantined Employees  0  0  5  0  0 

COVID-19 Positive Students  0  0  1  NA  0 

COVID-19 Positive Employees  0  0  1  0  0 



 
Recent Numbers of Positives and Quarantines at DCSD 

 
The time plots below have been updated to provide a view of quarantines and positives in each 
school broken down by students and employees from 11/24/20 through 1/27/21.  ASAP numbers 
are for January only. 
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